7. 7 5 


+ 
—_ 
2 


OPSGAT ES 


* 0 
* 
. 
IT... 
». 
4 
. 
5 
9 
" 
" 
” 
# 
4 

* 

7 
1 
: 

Z 
" 
” 
4 


. 
* 
Na, 
fe 
« 


1 

: — 
* 
* - 


* = 
* 
- 
* 
1 
_ 
* 
Pa 
f ab 
_—_— Es 97 
* Py 
„ 
. 
A 
Ve! 
Aa 
* 
* * 


* 
: 
* 
* „ 
I * 
4 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
1 ws * 
d . 


— . 5 


f 

__ 7 
N. * 4 
SS EGS 


SI 4+ as 


8 
, 
k 5 
& 
—w 
wy 
„ 
N. 
1 
* 
5 
1 
# 4x 
*# 
8 
Lk 
by 
my 
x 
ro 
by 9 + 
8... 
1 


* 
$4 . 


1 * 
* 
= 
þ 
. 
** 
* 


* 


To the READER. 


8 this Office has a carried on two 
Years with great Succeſs, the vaſt Va- 

riety of Buſineſs that is daily tranſacted there, 
occaſions the meeting of many Perſons at the 


ſame time, on different Accounts; ſome of 


whom are obliged to wait till others are diſ- 


patched before they can communicate their 


Wants, which often cauſes a diſagreeable De- 


lay: The Proprietors therefore of this moſt 


uſeful Undertaking would think themſelves 
wuch obliged. to all who apply to them, if 
they would bring a particular Deſcription in 
Writing of the Perſon or Thing wanted with 
them to the Office; for this would create 
Diſpatch, prevent unneceſſ ary Queſtions, 

and make the ſupplying their Wants eaſy to 
themſelves and to the Proprietors. 


John Fielding, 
One of the Proprietors of the 
Univerſal Regiſter-Office. 


N. B. No e a can be too particular. 
| * 
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OF THE 


Univerſal  Regilter-Office, 


AN is ſaid to be by Nature a 
E ſocial Animal, and this princi- 
pally appears from two Rea⸗ 
ſons; firſt, for that Society 
alone affords an Opportunity 
| of exerting all the human Fa- 
culties; and ſecondly, as it alone can pro- 
vide for all the Wants of which our Nature 
is ſuſceptible, In Society alone, Men can 
- mutually enjoy the Benefit of that vaſt Vas 
riety of Talents with which they are ſeverally 
endowed ;. the Members of the Body Cor- 
porate, like thoſe of the Natural Body, hav- 
ing their ſeveral Uſes and Qualifications, all 
jointly contributing to the Good of the 
Whole. 

If any Society ever hath been, or ever can 
be ſo regulated, that no Talent in any of its 


Members, which is capable of contributing to 
TS the 


[6] 


the general Good, ſhould lie idle and unem- 


ployed, nor any of the Wants of its Members 
which are capable of Relief, ſhould remain 
unrelieved, that Society might be ſeid to have 


attained its utmoſt Perfection. Of this abſo- 


lute Degree of Perfection, Ariſlotle ſeems to 


think it capable ; andif this Pari never been 
in fact attained, the Reaſon, perhaps, is nei- 


ther very difficult to aſſign or to remove. 
Before I proceed to the propoſcd Plan, I 

ſhall lay down two Poſitions as certain, 

- Firſt, that in Proportion to the Opulence 


of any Society, the Wants of its Members will 


be multiplied ; and fecondly, the more nu- 
merous its Members are, the leſs Likelihood 
will there be that any of theſe Wants Thould 
remain unſupplied. 0 
The former of theſe Pofitions may, ide 


. haps, at firſt have the Air of a Paradox; but 
if we conſider it in the Caſe of an individual 

Perſon, its Truth will immediately appear ; 
for here we ſhall plainly perceive his Wants 


encreaſing with his Riches. Inſomuch that 
the Wants of a Man worth a ſingle Thouſand 


Puunds. bear no Proportion to thoſe of him 


who is poſſeſſed of a hundred times that Sum. 


The Ethic Writer, indeed, will tell me, that 


none of theſe Wants ariſe from Nature. Bat 
let them ariſe from what they will, they are 
real, and to ſupply them is as effential to the 
Happineſs « of him whochath, or thinks he hath 
them, as it is to a Savage to ſupply any of 

thoſe. few Necelſities with which a State of 


Nature, / 


, „ „ 
If 
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Nature, as ſome call it, abounds. And yet, 
with reſpect to the Philoſopher, I ſhall not 
doubt to declare the Man with his hundred 
thouſand Pounds in his Pocket, with all his 
Wants about him, and at the ſame Time, 
with a Capacity of ſupplying all theſe Wants, 
to be a much happier Being, than any poor 
% ͤ—A ann on dw 
| Now Society itſelf alone creates all theſe 
Wants, and at the ſame Time alone gives us 
the Methods of ſupplying them by the Invens = _ 
tion of what is called Trade or Traffick. And 
yet as Societies of Men encreaſed into great 
and populous Cities and large extended Coun- 
tries, the Politician found ſomething ſtill 
wanting; and this was a Method of commu- 
| nicating the various Wants and Talents of the | 
| - Members to each other; by which Meang . © || 
| they might be mutually ſupplied. | Hence 
the Invention of Fairs, Markets, Exchanges, 
and all other Publick Meetings, for carrying Ml 
on Traffick and Commerce between Men, 
j | in which the common and ordinary Wants | 
. of the Society are from Time to Time pro- | 
vide er ] oa - f 
l All theſe Methods, however, are fo far NR 
t defective, as they fail to be univerſal; for to 1 
- | the Perfections of a Society it is required, that iq 
hee "de \( 
" none of the various Talents of the Members Nl 
8 ſhall remain unknown and unemployed, nor | 
f 
F 


any of their Wants unſupplied. This, as it i 
ſeems, can only be attained, by providing 
ſome Place of yniverſal Reſort, where all the 
DR & 4 > Mem- 


3 . 
Members of the Society may communicate 
all their mutual Wants and Talents to each 
other. So that no Perſon may want what 
another is capable of ſupplying him with, 
provided he is able and willing to pay the 
Price. „ ED 
In large and populous Cities, and wide ex- 
tended Communities, it is moſt probable that 
every human Talent is diſperſed ſome where 
or other among the Members; and conſe- 
quently every Perſon who ſtands in Need of 
that Talent, might ſupply his Want, if he 
knew where to find it; but to know this is 
the Difficulty, and this Difficulty ſtill en- 
creaſes with the Largeneſs of the Society. 
Let us illuſtrate this by the Caſe of a Shop- 
keeper, who deals in various Commodities: 
The more Goods he bach hin his Warehouſe, 
unleſs they ate ſo diſpoſed that he can eaſi- 
ly find them, the greater is his Confuſion and 
Inability to ſatisfy the Demands of his Cuſ- 
EG 4, s 


| The ingenious Montaigne, in his 34th Eſſay, 
has the following Paſſage : 


My Father, who, for a Man that had 
e no other Advantages, than Experience only, 
„ and his own natural Parts, was neverthe- 
et leſs of a very clear Judgment, has formerly 
* told me, that he once had Thoughts of 
* endeavouring to introduce this Practice; 
e that there might be in every City a certain 
9 | Place 


Too 


421 


et Place aflgu d, to which, ſuch as ſtood 
« in Need of any thing might repair, and 


% have their Buſineſs entered by an Officer 
e appointed for that Purpoſe. As for Ex- 
« ample, one enquires for a Chapman to buy 
< my Pearl: Ienquire for one that has Pearls 
6e to ſell : Such a one wants Company to go 


to Paris: Such a one enquires for a Ser- 


<« vant of ſuch a Quality: Such a one for a 
«& Maſter; ſuch a one enquires for ſuch an 
« Artificer, ſome for one Thing, ſome for 
e another, every one according to what he 
e wants. And doubtleſs theſe mutual Re- 
„ giſters would be of no contemptible 


Advantage to the publick Correſpondency 


and Intelligence: For there are evermore 
« Conditions that hunt after one another, 


and for want of knowing one another's | 
<- Occaſions, leave Men in very great Ne- 
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Upon theſe Frindole an Office was erect- 
ed on February 19, 1749, in the Strand, 
near Southampton- ſtreet, oppoſite Cecili ſtreet, 


and has been ſince carried on by a Society 


of Gentlemen of Honour and Abilities. The 
Deſign of which Office is to bring theWorld, 


as it were, together into one Place. Here 
the Buyer and the Seller, the Tutor and the 


Pupil, the Maſter, the Scholar and Uſher, 
the Rector and Curate, the Man of Taſte 


and the ingenious Artificer, the Virtnoſo with 


Curioſities, the Traveller and a Companion, 


the 


5 
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C 
the Tradeſman and Partner, the Maſter and 
Apprentice, or Book-keeper, the Maſter and 


the Servant, Gc. are ſure to meet: Here 
ingenious Perſons of all Kinds will meet 
with thoſe who are ready to employ them, 


and the Curious will be ſupplied with every 


thing which it is in the Power of Art to pro- 


duce. In a Word, no uſeful Talent in the 


Society will be idle, nor will any Man long 


133 


want a Seller and Purchafer of what he is 


defirous either to purchaſe or diſpoſe of; 


Whereas at preſent many a Man is wee 


while in the Poſſeſſion of Talents, which 
would be highly ſerviceable to others, who 
could and would well reward Fim, and ſeveral 
Perſons are poſſeſſed of divers Goods and | 
Curioſities, which others are in vain enquir- 
ing after. Servants who can have the veſt 

of Characters remain out of Place, while 
Gentlemen are obliged in haſte to accept of 
Perſons very ſlightly recommended: In the 


fame manner the Buyer and the Seller are 
' groping after each other in the Dark, and 


often, after great Expence of Time, Trouble, 
and Money, to no manner of Purpoſe. But 
without endeavouring to recommend a 
Scheme to the Public, from which they will 
manifeſtly receive ſo much Benefit, I ſhalt 
here 28 to them the Nature and Ge 


of this Office, under every particular Articl 
already opened. ' LE 


1 12 
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"3. i 3 « Regiſter of Eſtates to by ſold, 
are {et down the Quamity and Quality of the 
Eftate, viz, whether Freehold, Leaſehold, 
Copyhold ; whether in Manors, Lands, 
Houſes, Rents, &c. the County in which it 
lies, the neareſt City or Market Town, with 

the Price and every other Particular by which 
the Seller thinks proper to recommend it, either 
with or without the Pariſh in which it lies, 
and with or without the Name of the Eſtate, 
or of the Seller, at his Option. This is done 
at the Price of One Shilling, Now, at the 
Price of Three pence only, any Gentleman 
who wants to buy an Eſtate in any County, 
in 7orb/hire for Inſtance, naming the Nature 
of the Eſtate which he would purchaſe, is in 
a Minute informed whether there be any 
ſuch Eſtate regiſtered ; and if not, for One 
Shilling more his Direction is entered in the 
Office, and an Account immediately, ſent to 
him the Moment any thing like what he re- 
"I is offered to be regiſtered. | 
Thus the two Principals, or their immedi- 


ate Agents, are at once brought together, 


think I may ſay at no Expence at all, with⸗ 
out the Danger and Coſts of employing Jobs 
bers, or diſparaging an Eſtate by a public 
Advertiſement, which though it coſts from 
four to twenty times as much, laſts but a 
Day; and which, though it expoſes a Man's 
: Circumſtances to all his * neh eſcapes 


ia 


1121 5 
perhaps the Obſervation of the . Perſon 
4 & eee it was e 


II. 10 the Article of Lodgings, 3 or 
Houſes to let, we regiſter, if it be an Eſtate, 
its Nature, Quantity, Rent, Situation, Cc. If 
a Houſe or Lodgings, we ſet it down whether 
furniſhed or unfurniſhed, and Number of 
Rooms. If in Town, the Street i in which the 
Houſe ſtands, with all its Conveniencies : If 
in the Country, the Town or Pariſh ; whether 
any ind what Garden ; whether Outhouſes ; . 
the Situation, proſpect, Accommodations for 
Travelling; with every other Particular men- 
tioned, and the Rent if permitted. For this 
we require no more than Six-pence, unleſs 
the Deſcription is long, and Three-pence 
from the Enquirer, as before. : 

The public Utility of this Article is almoſt 
too obvious to be pointed out. Many Perſons 
will, at the Price of Six-pence, prevent the 
loſing Weeks, Months, and ſometimes a 
whole Seaſon in letting their Lodgings ; 
on the other hand, Gentlemen and Ladies 

may in a Minute's Time ſurvey all the Houſes 
and Lodgings which are to be let in ſeveral 

Streets in London and Weſtminſter, and in a 
whole Pariſh or Town in the Country. For 
want of which Conveniency, they are at 
preſent obliged either to take long fruitleſs 
Walks and Rides themſelves, or to truſt to 
the Taſte (too much perhaps ſometimes to 
the Fidelity) of an Acquaintance, or a Ser- 
. . vant ; and after having contracted for a dif- 
agree 


31 
agreeable Situation, e to their Sorroãẽ- 
that they have miſſed the Place in which 
they would have been accommodated entire- 
ly to their Satisfaction. And as there are many 
Families both inTown and Country, to which 
Boarders would be very acceptable, either for 
the Sake of their Company, or for other Rea- 
ſons, this Article is alſo regiſtered here: Nor 
is this of leſs Uſe than the reſt ; for there 
are many ſingle Perſons of ſmall Fortunes 
who would be glad to be admitted into de- 
cent t regular Families on this Footing. | 


Under the 2d Article are regiſtered al Mans 
ner of Securities for Money, whether Real 
or Perſonal ; and alſo the Names of thoſe 
who have large or ſmaller Sums to diſpoſe 
of; ſo that the Borrower or Lender are at 
once brought together, without Expence or 
Delay, and at the ſame time with the utmoſt 
Secrecy ; for this Article may be tranſacted 


in the Office without either of the Clerks or 


' Proprietors knowing the Name of the Bor- 
rower. And as ſeveral Perſons who are willing 
to advance ſmall Sums on per{onal Securities, 
on very reaſonable Terms, are regiſtered, fo 
thoſe who want to borrow may be aſſured, 
if they cannot be ſupplied here, they will fall 
every where elſe. Inſurances for Lives, for 


one or more Years, may be procured here, ag! 


likewiſe of po and Merchandizes. 68510 A 


Iv. Places! 


| 
| 
| 


3 
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WL. Ro 
IV. Places and 8 to. be fold; 


or anywiſe difpoſed of, whether Eccleſiaſtical * 


Civil, or Military; duch as: Chaplainſhips, | 
Curacies, Patent-places, or others which the 
Poſſeſſor can obtain Leave to diſpoſe-of, in 
any Branch of the Civil Government, and 
Commiſſions of all Kinds in the Army. 80 


chat without having their Names hawked'_ 


about by Jobbers, and obliged to pay great 
Premiums if they ſucceed; their Intentions- 
to diſpoſe of a Place or Commiffion, are 
know only to thoſe who are deſirous to 
treat with them for the lane; and no Ex- 
pense or Reward Whatever is to, attend the 


Conſummetion of the Bargain, enn 


„ e 5 0 PEP 3 in any 9 
Trade, and Maſters who want Apprentices. 


Here the Trade choſen, the Age: and Qualitt- | 


_ cations of the Youth, the Money to be given, 
and the Terms required are entered. So that 


for One Shilling a Maſter may have the 


choice of a hundred Apprentices, and a e Y 
rent of ap man e his Child. 


IEA 


VI. Maſters and Miftrefles: who * any. 
Science. or Art: If they keep a School, its 
Situation is regiſtered, what they teach, What 
their Price, Se, If they are willing to teaeh 


Abroad; theit, ſeveral Recammendatioos-;. 


what they teach; as Languages, Muſic, 
Wr 9 Ge. Their Prices, &c. 


5 5 a | VII. Part- 


„ 


Las). 


vun. Partners i in Trade. The fl _ 
to be advanced, and Congliyees. With w 
| Particular. n 
VIII. Seren of all Kinds, 8 5 as Riders 
Book- Keepers, and Journeymen, Stewards 
and Clerks; Domeſtic Servants, as Houſc- 
Stewards, Gentlemen, Valets, Butlers, Cooks, 
: Gardeners, Coachmen, Footmen, Grooms, 
Poſtilions, &c, Governeſſes, Houſekeepers, 
Waiting-maids, Cook-maids, Houſe-maids, 
Laundry-maids, Dry and Wet Nurſes, &c, 
Se. Under this Head are inſerted the Name, 
Place of Abode, Qualification, Age, married 
or ſingle, whether had the Small-Pox, what 
Place lived in laſt, and how long, when leſt 
it, and the Reaſons why; with every Particu- 
lar of their Characters, and by whom to be 
given. And the Public may 4 aſſured, that 
the utmoſt Care will be taken to prevent any 
4 Impoſition.; ; and that none will be regiſtered - 
in this Office who give the leaſt ſuſpicious | 
Account. of | themſelves, and who have lived 
inkny diſreputable, Places. The great Uſe 
this Article alone will be of to the Public, is 
ſabmitted; to their Conſideration ; for the Fi- 
delity with which it is executed, we may ap- 
peal to the Experience of Hundreds who have 
already been ſupplied. at the Office ; from 
many of whom we, have received Leiters of 
Thanks, and not from any. ſingle Perſon one 
Jas Kang. We, e take this Op- 


n 
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8 portunity, to deſire all Gentlemen and Ladies 
who turn away Servants for any groſs Fault, 


to put themſelves to the Expence of a Penny- 
pelt Letter to the Office, and we faithfully 


promiſe chat no ſuch Servant ſhall be regitter- 
ed there. | 5 ; | 


IX. All manner + Goods! are here regi- 


| FS cyl and we defireTradeſmen would con- 


fider whether it might not be of great Uſe to 


them to ſend Bills of their Shops to the Of- 


fice.. - Second-hand- Goods are here likewiſe 
regiſtered, paiticularly all Kinds of Vehicles, 


as Coaches, Landaus, Poſt and other Chaiſes. 


Likewiſe all manner of Animals for Uſe or 
Pleaſure, as Horſes, Dogs, Wild Beaſts, N = 


Tee: And Curioſities of every Kind. 


3 


X. Laftly, en es i Travelling 


** all Manners by Sea or Land. Ships, whi- 
ther bound, and when depart, with the 


Terms for Paſſengers. .Stage Coaches ; the 
Inns they put up; the Days and Hours they 


| depart and arrive at, with their Prices. Bye 


and returned Coche for Bath, and all other 


Places; when expected to arrive; when ſet 


out; and their Prices. Likewiſe all Methods 
of conveying Goods, either by Land or Wa- 
ter Ce ; Companions for Poſt-Chaiſcs, 
to This Actiele, ſurely, needs neither Expla- 
nation nor Recommendation. How advan- 


N on the one hand muſt it be to _ 


— 


88 RE - 

tains of Ships and Maſters of Stage or Bye 
Coaches, at fo trifling a Coſt as Six-pence, 
to be certain of never miſfing a Paſſenger ; 
as on the other hand, how infinitely eaſy 
muſt it be to the Public, by the Trouble of 
ſending to a Place, which as it is in the very 
Middle of the Pn, cannot be far off, and 
at the Price of Three- pence, to know every 
Convenience of Travelling to the Place they 
are deſtined to! 

Theſe are the principal Articles 2 
opened in this Office, to which ſuch Additi- 
ons are daily made as would be tedious to enu-, 
merate. We may therefore ſay upon the 
whole. that be the Wants of Perſons ever ſo 
ſingular or extraordinary, tis highly probable 

they may have them ſupplied by enqui ing at 
this "Office; and we doubt not but the Pub- 
lic will give all due Encouragement to an 
Undertaking ſo viſibly calculated for their 
Good; and which e to ſerve them at 
5 5 1 a Rate. 
On our Side, they may be alſured; that | 
as the Proprietors of this Office are Gentle- 
men, and Men experienced in Buſineſs; fo 
it will be executed with the utmoſt Care, ” 
Regularity, and Fidelity, and as much Secrecy 
always as ſhall be deſired by the Parties tem- 
D . {01 

The great Urility of this Office, when its 
Correſpondence is become univerſal, muſt 
be — to every of, Indeed, its Uſe 

B * 


[ 18 1 : 
E chiefly in its Univerſality, Tn this is 

entirely in the Power of the Public. In this, 
therefore, as in every Scheme for the Com- 
mon Good, if the Wiſe and Public-ſpirited 


will take the, Lead, they will be ſure 4 be- 
ing followed by all the ls 


eee 


EL Ladies and Gentlemen who have 
occaſion for our Aſſiſtance in any Par- 


ticular, are deſired at firſt to come to the 


Office themſelves, where they will find pro- 
per Rooms for their Accommodations, and 
proper Perſons to attend them; for it is ne- 


ceſſary to be very exact in the Deſcription of 


the Thing wanted, eſpecially Servants, in or- 


der to be properly ſupplied; and the doing 


this by Meſſengers and Letters has occaſion- 


ed great Confuſion: Tho' when the Public 
are once acquainted: with the Method of 
tranſacting Buſineſs: here, it may be done 


with as much Eaſe by Letter as by their 
Preſence, One Proprietor, with the Clerks, 
atrend at this Office from Nine in -the 


Morning till Sven: in the Evening: 


4-3 
COA 4 £8 
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N. B. This Office <a ah that is 
treland ; by which Means, all Per- 
ſons who have Buſineſs to tranſact 
there, may execute it by Application 

here. The Public are defired to 

take Notice, that all other Offices in 
this Kingdom, built on this Plan, 
| have been erected long fince ours, 
and are Counterfeits, 
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